■ THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER, S 


\FBFs Seeds of Paranoia' Are Blooming 


Documents stolen from the 
Media office of the FBI indi- 
cate that idle bureau wants to 
“enhance the, paranoia ende- 
mic” to New Left circles, and 
the policy already seems to be 
bearing fruit. 

A oheck of the FBI and peo- 
ple the FBI checks would indi- 
cate that people on both sides 


oould be paranoid or at least 
think someone else is. 
CONVINCED OF TAPS 

Virtually every revolution- 
ary or activist listed in the 
stolen files and interviewed by 
the FBI insists that ills or her 
phone is tapped. 

Two said they could hear 


police radios in the back- on enhancing paranois among 


ground. 

Dr. Daniel Bennett, the 
Swarthmore College philoso- 
phy professor under surveil- 
lance by the FBI, said lie 
“had no feeling about 
paranoia ... I think the FBI 
is paranoid.” 

When .asked about its memo 


* ★ ★ 


Lots of Questions, No Answers 


' When The Inquirer called die FBI in 
Washington for comment on questions sug- 
gested by 14 of the documents stolen from 
the Media FBI office, the conversation 
went like this: » • , 

Inquirer: I’ve got some questions here 
about the stolen documents. 

FBI spokesman (unidentified): We’re not 
talking about this case, but you might as 
well go ahead and ask them. 

Q. Who authorized the phone taps? 

A. There’s no evidence that we tapped 
phones. 

Q. Why does the FBI list all the black 
students at Swarthmore? 

A. No comment. s . 

Q. Why such an interest in meetings of 


the Black Economic Development Council 
(the group that issued the Black Mani- 
festo in 1069, asking for reparations for 
mistreatment of black people? I've never 
heard the BEDC called a subversive group. 

A. No comment. 

Q. Docs the FBI cross-file all the names 
listed in its documents without any other 
reference? If not, why list them? 

A. No comment. . 

Q. What evidence can the FBI give that 
these 14 documents do not reflect its gen- 
eral policy, as the bureau has claimed? 

A. If you’ll go back and reread that story, 
you’ll find that we never said that. (A 
check showed that the statement was at- 
tributed to a spokesman for the Justice 
Department, parent agency of the FBI.) 


New . Leftists, the FBI said: 

“It’s the newspapers” that 
are paranoid. 

‘HOW DO I KNOW?* 

The father of one of the peo- 
ple listed in the stolen files 
refused to speak to a reporter 
on the phone, saying, “How 
do I know you’re a reporter 
. . . how do I know your’re 
not someone down the 
•block?” 

Another FBI subject not 
only thought the FBI was tap- 
ping his phone, he thougM 
that it, or a similary agency, 1 
wias responsible for three 
burglaries of his office. , 
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